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Private Bag 18
Nelson, New Zealand

12 October 2021

Response to a request for official information

Thank you for your request for official information received 14 September 2021 by Nelson
Marlborough Health (NMH), where you seek the following information:

1. How many intensive care unit (ICU) beds are available at Nelson Marlborough DHB that meet
the staffing requirements outlined in the College of Intensive Care Medicine (CICM) minimum
standards for Level I, I, lll and Paediatric ICUs?

See: https://www.cicm.org.au/CICM Media/CICMSite/Files/Professional/IC-1-Minimum-
Standards-for-Intensive-Care-Units.pdf

Response:
We have a 7 bed Intensive Care Coronary Care Unit (ICCU), which incorporates Cardiology as
well as ICU, and operates as a Level 1 unit.

2. What is the DHB’s current Clinical Priority Assessment Criteria (CPAC) threshold for each

speciality?

Response:

Please see Table 1.

TABLE 1
Planned Care category CPAC threshold
Gynaecology 55
Ophthalmology 60
Otorhinolaryngology 62
General Surgery 71

Orthopaedics 72
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3. What were the CPAC thresholds over the previous 5 years and how many patients were
declined treatment (FSA or surgery) due to capacity of the service to deliver?

Response:
Please see Table 2 for recorded changes to planned care treatment thresholds.
TABLE 2
Planned Care category Date of change CPAC threshold
Gynaecology 04/11/2019 55
Ophthalmology 24/10/2017 65
23/03/2018 60
02/11/2020 55
02/09/2021 60
Otorhinolaryngology 24/10/2017 65
04/11/2019 62
General Surgery 28/01/2019 71
Orthopaedics 02/09/2016 71
26/02/2018 65
20/08/2018 69
28/01/2019 72

Table 3 outlines theatre cancellations due to bed capacity since 1 July 2016.

TABLE 3
Financial Year Total
2016/17 38
2017/18 73
2018/19 57
2019/20 19
2020/21 20

This response has been provided under the Official Information Act 1982. You have the right to
seek an investigation by the Ombudsman of this decision. Information about how to make a
complaint is available at www.ombudsman.parliament.nz or free phone 0800 802 602. If you
have any questions about this decision please feel free to email our OIA Coordinator
OlArequest@nmdhb.govt.nz

| trust that this information meets your requirements. NMH, like other agencies across the state
sector, supports the open disclosure of information to assist the public’'s understanding of how
we are delivering publicly-funded healthcare. This includes the proactive publication of
anonymised Official Information Act responses on our website from 10 working days after they
have been released. If you feel that there are good reasons why your response should not be
made publicly available, we will be happy to consider.

Yours sincerely

Lexie O'Shea
Chief Executive
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