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HEALTH CAREERS - NELSON/MARLBOROUGH
Welcome to the world of healthcare!  Every day, millions of people around the world need support from health professionals to feel well and live a normal life.  From birth onwards we need care, whether it is immunisations, having a baby, undergoing surgery, or managing old age.  Healthcare is one of the most rewarding of career options regardless of your chosen specialisation. 
Career progression can be designed to suit your personal circumstances.  It can be both on and off the job or a mixture of both.  Different types of careers require different qualifications.  Some health careers can be studied locally which we outline below.

1/ Healthcare Assistant 
Healthcare Assistants work under the guidance of the nurses in a local hospital or community setting.  You may help with patient personal care, stock control, clinical duties or high-risk patient watches.  

You may want to be a career Healthcare Assistant (HCA).  Or it may be a stepping stone to a career in nursing or midwifery, as it is a great role if you wish to gain knowledge and experience before committing to training.  
Other good entry level roles which can lead to a career in Nursing include Support Worker, Orderly, Allied Health Assistant, Sterile Services or Residential care HCA.  
All these roles welcome people who want to learn and gain on-the-job NZQA qualifications.   Check out your local job site to find out about opportunities in Nelson/Marlborough:
trademe jobs marlborough - Google Search
tradme jobs nelson - Google Search
People who start in these roles typically go on to study nursing or midwifery.  Social work is another option available locally.  
Study Routes for entry to nursing

If you don’t have University Entrance or have not studied the right subjects at school, below are possible entry routes into a Bachelor of Nursing Degree for people living in Nelson/Marlborough:

· ON-LINE / ON-THE-JOB: While you are working, gain the Health and Wellbeing Certificate at Level 4 for entry to Nelson Marlborough Institute of Technology (NMIT) Bachelor of Nursing.  This is an on-line course with on-the job assessments.  You can do this at your own speed but normally takes 18-24 months.
Certificate in Health and Wellbeing - Advanced Care & Support Level 4 (careerforce.org.nz)
· ON-LINE:  Pass the Study and Career Preparation qualification.  This can be done on-line through ARA.  It can be studied full or part-time for up to 24 months.  
Study and Career Preparation - Pre-Health Pathway, Level 4 - Ara
· FACE-TO-FACE:  Attend the Study and Career Preparation qualification at NMIT, Nelson or Blenheim Campus.  This is 19 weeks full-time and has classes to attend.
New Zealand Certificate in Study and Career Preparation (Level 4) | Nelson Marlborough Institute of Technology (NMIT)
Please note that for all these courses, you need to meet the requirements for entry as outlined on the websites.  If you do not meet these requirements, you may need to complete Health and Wellbeing or Study and Career Preparation at Level 3 and possibly Level 2 prior to starting Level 4.  

2/ Midwifery
Midwives work with women to provide care in pregnancy, childbirth and up to the first 6 weeks of a baby’s life.

If you don’t have University Entrance, you will need to complete your Study and Career Preparation course Level 4 through ARA.

Study and Career Preparation - Pre-Health Pathway, Level 4 - Ara
If you do have University Entrance and the right subjects, you have two options:

· ON-LINE/ON-THE-JOB:  The Bachelor of Midwifery is delivered by ARA, Canterbury. It is a 3 year course (4 years part-time). Theory is taught on-line with a number of block courses in Christchurch throughout the year.  Please ensure that you notify them that you wish to study on-line through Marlborough when you register:   Bachelor of Midwifery - Ara 

· FACE-TO-FACE:  This is also through ARA, Canterbury, but takes place on campus in Christchurch.

3/ Nursing
There is a wide variety of career possibilities as a nurse including working in a hospital, residential care or community setting.  Specialisms include medical, surgical or emergency departments, Mental health and Addictions or in the community in a public health role.  

You can study to become an Enrolled Nurse or a Registered Nurse.  The Enrolled Nursing qualification takes 18 months full-time and can be studied on-line in Nelson/Marlborough.  The Registered Nursing degree takes 3 years full-time (2 years full-time if you have a first degree in a science subject outlined below).

Enrolled Nursing
Enrolled Nurses work under the guidance of Registered Nurses to provide patient care.  
The Enrolled Nursing qualification is delivered on-line by ARA, Canterbury.  

New Zealand Diploma in Enrolled Nursing - Ara
Registered Nursing
Registered Nurses conduct patient assessments and observations, administer medications, perform wound care and carry out clinical duties.  

There are a number of study options available locally and include:
ON-LINE:  If you have a first degree in a recognised Science subject with a grade of B+ or above, you may be able to get onto the Massey University 2 year full-time postgraduate Nursing degree (up to 6 years part-time).  
Master of Nursing – MN (massey.ac.nz)
It is possible to gain a first degree in a science subject on-line in the region through Open Polytechnic.  Please check with Massey to ensure they will accept your chosen degree before commencing.
FACE-TO-FACE:  Nursing can be studied in a classroom setting at NMIT Nelson (as well as many other tertiary providers in NZ).  NMIT are hoping to run a Nursing course in Marlborough starting February 2023.  Please register your interest in this course if you wish to study in Marlborough as depends on numbers.
Bachelor of Nursing | Nelson Marlborough Institute of Technology (NMIT)
Please note that ARA, Canterbury usually have more applications than places for their Bachelor of Nursing course.
Study routes for entry into Social Work

Social workers provide support and make a positive difference to people’s lives in the community.  They work in a number of different areas and can work in either a community or hospital context.  Areas of coverage include drug and alcohol addiction, Child protection, schools, disability, violence, crisis response and community development.
You can study to become a Social worker in two ways:

ON-LINE:  You can study to become a social worker on-line through open polytechnic.  The qualification is a Bachelor of Social Work.  It takes 4 years full-time although you can do it part-time if you want to combine work with study.  If you are under 20 years of age, you need to have University Entrance to do the course.  If you are 20 or over you will be accepted if they believe you have a reasonable chance of success.  

Social Work Degree | Distance Learning | Open Polytechnic NZ
FACE-TO-FACE:  If you wish to study in a classroom setting, this can be done through NMIT.  This is also a Bachelor of Social Work and is studied full-time over 4 years, although it can be studied part-time up to 8 years.  You will need University Entrance to apply:

Bachelor of Social Work | Nelson Marlborough Institute of Technology (NMIT)
If you do not have University Entrance, you need to pass the Study and Career Preparation course Level 4 which can be studied at NMIT:

New Zealand Certificate in Study and Career Preparation (Level 4) | Nelson Marlborough Institute of Technology (NMIT)
NMIT currently only offer these courses at their Nelson campus.

Please note that most on-line courses mentioned in this summary, have block courses in the location of the provider e.g. ARA is in Christchurch and Open Polytechnic is in Wellington.
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